SECRET 



DRAFT WORKING PAPER 



DECLASS I F I ED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL I NTELL 1 6 E N £ E A8ENCY 
SOURCESHETHOOSEXEMHIDN 3 62 B 
NAZI WAR CR I HE S 01 SCL09UN! ACT 
DATE 2007 



Chapter One 



The Conclusion Must Be Left to History (U) 



From its formation in 1942, the Office of Strategic Services grew almost 
overnight into a leading American intelligence service in the war against the Axis 
Powers. By 1945, the OSS had some 12,000 men and women, both civilian and military 
personnel, scattered throughout the world, although the bulk of the overseas operations 
took place in Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Far East. 1 The OSS dedicated a wide 
array of resources to the German target, including support to resistance forces in occupied 
Europe; support to domestic resistance efforts against Hitler; propaganda efforts; and 
collection against Germany’s industrial and military capabilities. In the course of its 
operations from 1942 to 1945, the OSS came into contact with thousands of Germans, 
dedicated anti-Nazis as well as those who had fought for the Third Reich. 2 The mission 
of any intelligence service is to penetrate the forces of its adversaries to learn as much as 



'For a general history of the Office of Strategic Services, see Michael Warner, The Office of Strategic 
Services: America 's First Intelligence Agency (Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency, 2000). The 
impact of OSS is discussed in George C. Chalou, ed., The Secrets War: The Office of Strategic Services in 
World War II (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 1992). (U) 

2 As examples of the published works on OSS’s war against Nazi Germany, see Joseph E. Persico, Piercing 
the Reich: The Penetration of Nazi Germany by American Secret Agents during World War II (New York: 
Viking Press, 1979); Jurgen Heideking and Christof Mauch, eds., American Intelligence and the Resistance 
to Hitler: A Documentary History (Boulder: Westview Press, 1996); Christof Mauch, Schattenkrieg Gegen 
Hitler: Das Dritte Reich im Visier der amerikanischen Geheimdienste 1941 bis 1945 (Stuttgart: Deutsche 
Verlags-Anstalt, 1999); and Petra Marquandt-Bigman, Amerikanische Geheimdienstanalysen uber 
Deutschland 7942-7949 (Munich: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 1995). (U) 
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